
Six Lessons in Six Months    March 4, 2019 
“Behold I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” Isaiah 43:1 

From the beginning of Scripture to the end, we see our unchanging 
God doing new things. He creates out of nothing, and renews that 
which already is.  And we, His people, are along for the ride.  When 
Jesus called His disciples to follow Him, they had no idea of the joyous, 
treacherous, full-of-life journey that was before them. 

When we were first asked to move to Colorado to serve at Navigators 
Headquarters, the intention was for me to be an assistant to another 
staff who was experienced in Collegiate operations and oversee a team 
of younger staff in the office.  2018 brought the beginning of much 
change in The Navigators and a lot of restructuring in the Collegiate 
Office.  Needless to say, the role I came for doesn’t exist anymore, and 
had I known what was asked of me I would have felt ill-equipped for 
the job. But God’s leading is gracious and His timing is perfect.  Now 
that I’m here, helping to shape the changes taking place, I see that my 
gifting, my preferences, and my experiences have perfectly equipped me 
for my new role.   

In light of these changes, I’ve been given a new title and am now serving 
as the Collegiate Chief of Staff.  God is bringing new joys and challenges 
my way as I resource and lead many different leaders at HQ and out on 
our campuses.  Here are six lessons I’m learning as I seek to be effective: 

Looking the Part 
My morning starts with dress pants and dress shoes.  Needless to say, this wasn’t my wardrobe 
on campus, but I’ve embraced the opportunity to engage effectively in a professional 
environment, which holds a unique combination of veteran ministry workers and business 
professionals. 

Getting the Right Information 
One of my main jobs is to help our Collegiate leaders make the best decisions possible, and 
I do that my making sure they have the best information possible.  This has required me to 
tap deeply into my knowledge of life on campus, as well as learning about other parts of 
The Navigators ministry “machine”.  The better handle I have on all the moving parts, the 
better I can serve our staff. 
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As Collegiate Chief of 
Staff, I spend regular 

time ensuring our other 
Collegiate leaders (like 
Staff Funding Director 

Roger Hamilton) have all 
they need to succeed in 

their work.



New Challenges 
Instead of spending my days thinking about how to help that freshman guy, now I am 
thinking about how to help our staff more effectively help all their freshmen.  And their 
student leaders.  And their young staff.  Leading leaders brings a whole new set of challenges 
and questions.  

Commuting to Work 
In light of these challenges, I’ve learned to make the most of my time as I start and end my 
day with a 20-30 minute drive to HQ.  Most days, (as a people-oriented introvert) I 
appreciate the time to think, process, and pray through the challenges we’re working 
through. 

A More Regular Schedule 
My family has appreciated the more consistent schedule, and I’m learning about the 
blessings and challenges of the rhythm of an 8-5 job, the same hours many of our Navigator 
grads work after college!  We have new lessons to learn about life and ministry in this new 
season of more structure and less flexibility. 

My Work Remains a Spiritual Exercise 
Much of the work in this building involves managing projects, sending emails, and 
participating in conference calls.  It can be easy to lose sight of the fact that our work is a 
spiritual exercise (just like yours is!).  God has given us gifts and we are using them to 
launch forward an advance of the gospel.  To help us continue to have a right focus, I 
recently started a regular office prayer time to ensure we start our work day in the right 
state of mind and heart.  Praying together has been a highlight!  We are learning together 
that the Lord has much to teach us! 

 

Judson 
“People love 

to visit 
when you 

live in 
Colorado!”

Ellie 
”If there’s 

snow on the 
ground, 

there’s indoor 
recess.” 

Annie 
“Playing 

with my 
whole 

family.”

Noah 
“The drive to 
Denver can 
take about 

an hour.  Or 7.  
Depends on 

the snow.”

Katie 
“Snow plows 

(and 
shoveling) 

are optional!”

“What’s something you’ve learned about Colorado?”

Josie 
”It doesn’t 
snow a lot 

but this year 
it did!” 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Friend, your prayers and support mean more than ever as we resource 
disciplemaking movements on campuses across the United States.  

Thank you for your continued investment!


