
Two weeks ago, Katie and Korinne approached a random student in the basement of the Union, seeking to engage in spiritual 
conversation.  Katie asked a student sitting alone in the food court, “If you could write a note to God, and he would read it, what would 
you write?” She then asked Melanie (name changed) if she was willing to write her answer in a “Question Journal” we use on campus.

After Melanie wrote in the journal and she and Katie talked for a bit, Katie told Melanie about �e Navs campus ministry and invited 
her to check out “Freshman Connection.” 

To which Melanie responded, “Oh, is that on Tuesday nights?”

“Yes, it is!” replied a very surprised Katie, who was wondering “How in the world does she know that?”

Remember, only four years ago we had our �rst class of freshman, three years ago we had our �rst group of students returning to the 
dorms as sophomores to minister to their neighbors, two years ago we had our �rst freshman connection, and just this year we have our 
�rst Illini Nav Alum on sta� and only our second Nav student who is an RA.

Come to �nd out Melanie is roommates with a freshman girl who has been coming to �e Navs, has already met Leanne (our only 
alumni Nav sta� woman), and has a Nav RA, Abby (only our second student to serve as an RA!)  Of the 7,000 freshmen on campus, 
I’d guess that 100 at best could tell you what night of the week Freshman Connection takes place.

Not only does this story highlight the growth of our ministry but the faithfulness of God. Katie was incredibly nervous to go engage 
with students that day. It always makes her a bit nervous, but it hasn’t gotten any easier talking with freshman on a college campus when 
you are noticeably pregnant! Only God could do this! 

Not only are our students growing up, but we are growing up.  Not just in the physical sense (although we do own a van and are 
expecting our second daughter in less than two months :) but in the spiritual sense. God continues  to surprise us with stories like this, 
teaching us to trust in Him, and emboldening us to respond in faithful ministry. We are also reminded of the part you play.  �ank you!

If you ask us “How’s ministry going?”, one of the most accurate answers is, “Ask me in 20 years.” If 
our students are living as godly in�uencers wherever the Lord has placed them, we will consider 
these years of ministry a success. We are excited to watch our students grow up! 

Back in the fall of 2009, Katie and I (along with four other Nav sta�) divided up the nearly 300 
contact cards from students interested in knowing more about �e Navigators. For weeks we 
called, emailed, and did our best to meet face to face with more than 50 students each in order to 
invite them to Navigators.  Keep in mind, we were new to campus, only had a handful of 
committed students, and only two students living in the dorms at the time. We were doing the 
work and trusting God, pleading for Him to bring students our way.

Not only did he bring students, he brought lots of freshman, and lots of men, and lots of students 
who have stuck with us throughout their college career. Over the past three years, we have had the 
privilege of shepherding and encouraging these students to follow Jesus and help others do the 
same.

Part of our mission is to train and equip students for four years on campus to help prepare them 
for the next forty years of life and ministry. Just this week we hosted four young men around our 
dinner table who have already signed o�ers with big name companies like General Electric. �eir 
focus has switched from midterms to resumes but we are con�dent that they will continue to serve 
the Lord in their new positions. Our students are growing up!

 

With thanks,

Noah and Katie Haas :: 705 W Green St :: Champaign, IL 61820
noah@nknavs.org  |  715.225.2872  |  katie@nknavs.org  |  715.379.0324

Noah and Katie Haas :: 705 W Green St :: Champaign, IL 61820
noah@nknavs.org  |  715.225.2872  |  katie@nknavs.org  |  715.379.0324 www.nknavs.org  |  www.illiniNavs.org

Two weeks ago, Katie and Korinne approached a random student in the basement of the Union, 
seeking to engage in spiritual conversation.  “If you could write a note to God, and he would read it, 
what would you write?” Katie asked this question of Melanie (name changed), a student sitting alone 
in the food court.

After Melanie wrote in the journal and she and Katie talked for a bit, Katie told Melanie about the Navs 
campus ministry and invited her to check out “Freshman Connection” (an initiative just for freshmen).

To which Melanie responded, “Oh, is that on Tuesday nights?”

“Yes, it is!” replied Katie. (jaw dropping and thinking: how in the world does she know that?)

Come to �nd out Melanie is roommates with a freshman girl who has been coming to �e Navs, has 
already met Leanne, a Nav sta� woman, and has a Nav RA, Abby!  Now before you start to wonder, 
“What is so signi�cant about that? Why is Katie’s jaw dropping?” Remember that…..

…four years ago we had our �rst class of freshman
….three years ago we had our �rst group of students returning to the dorms as sophomores to minister 
to their neighbors (Leanne was one of them!)
…..two years ago we had our �rst freshman connection (Abby was a part of this!)
…..this year we have our �rst Illini Nav Alum on sta� (this is Leanne!) and only our second Nav student 
who is an RA (this is Abby).

Not only does this story highlight the growth of our ministry but the amazingness of God. What I 
didn’t say before is that Katie was incredibly nervous to go engage with students that day. It always 
makes her a bit nervous, but it hasn’t gotten any easier talking with freshman, on a college campus, 
when you are noticeably pregnant! Only God could do this! Of the 7,000 freshmen on campus, 100 at 
best could tell you what night of the week Freshman Connection takes place.

God reminded me then and there that not only are our students growing up, but we are growing up.  
Not just in the physical sense (although we do own a van and our expecting our second child) but in 
the spiritual sense. God continues  to surprise us with stories like this, teaching us to trust in Him, and 
emboldening us to respond in faithful ministry.

Abbott Laboratories. Ernst and Young. General Electric.

With o�ers signed at these big name companies, and starting dates pending, the 
focus for the four guys around our dinner table a few weeks ago is drastically 
changing. From majors and midterms, to résumés and cubicles. Our students are 
growing up!

Back in the fall of 2009, Katie and I (along with four other Nav sta�) divided up the 
nearly 300 contact cards we received from students interested in knowing more 
about �e Navigators. �at made for a long few weeks of calling, emailing, texting, 
and visiting 50+ students each, doing our best to meet face to face with each student 
and inviting them to be a part of �e Navigators! Keep in mind, we were new to 
campus, only had a handful of committed students involved in the ministry and two 
students living in the dorms at the time. We were doing the work and trusting God, 
pleading for Him to bring students our way.

Not only did he bring students, he brought lots of freshman, and lots of men, and 
lots of students who have stuck with us throughout their college career. Over the past 
three years, we have had the privilege of shepherding and encouraging these students 
to follow Jesus and help others do the same.

Part of our mission is to train and equip students for four years on campus to help 
prepare them for the next forty years of life and ministry. If you ask us “How’s 
ministry going?”, one of the most accurate answers is, “Ask me in 20 years.” If our 
students are living as godly in�uencers wherever the Lord has placed them, we will 
consider these years of ministry a success.

Ellie (16 months in photo) at 
Noah’s sister’s wedding in August

Students we have poured time, 
prayer, and energy into, like Lauren 
(above) and Greg (below, right) are 
now pouring their lives into a new 
generation of younger students. 

noah&katie

• For God to open doors for our students to share the 
gospel with their non-believing friends.  We are 
praying that many will come to faith in Christ 
• For wisdom for Katie and I as we look to equip our 
senior class for post-college life
•For energy for Katie as she continues ministering to 
women, caring for Ellie and preparing for our 
daughter to arrive (due date= November 20)

please pray:

“growing up”
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